
If you’re looking to network with fellow two year college chemistry faculty near the beautiful Sierra Neva-
das, then please consider joining us on March 31-April 1, 2017 for the 216th 2YC3 Conference, which will be 
held in Reno, Nevada at Truckee Meadows Community College.  The theme for this conference is “Chemis-
try Inside and Outside the Classroom”.  If you’re considering giving a presentation or holding a work-
shop at the 216th Conference, abstracts are due by February 3 to Olga Katkova (okatkova@tmcc.edu).

Registration is now open at http://www.2yc3.org.  Registration with meal options will be available until 
March 24, though you can still register up until the day of the conference.

More information about the conference can be found on page 3 of the newsletter.
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A Leader in Assessment 
Research and Development 

Providing quality, standardized 
exams backed by over 80 years of 

experience, we help you meet your 
assessment needs and 

requirements. 

ONLINE EXAMS NOW AVAILABLE 

For More Information, Visit:  
http://uwm.edu/acs-exams/  

or call 
1-800-854-1672 

Of Note:
•Check out the new 2YC3 Outlook Blog at 
the address http://www.2yc3outlook.org.  
New posts with information about confer-

ences will appear regularly!

•If you’d like to submit an article to the 
Outlook newsletter, send it to newslet-

ter@2yc3.org.  The deadline for Issue II of 
the 2017 newsletter will be March 1, 2017.

•You can now pay for your membership on 
the 2YC3 website (http://www.2yc3.org).  
Click on “Membership Form” on the left 

side of the main page to become a member 
or to renew your current membership.

  

Passer Grant

If you’re thinking about attend-
ing a workshop and have diffi-

culty obtaining funding, consider 
applying for the Passer Grant.  

The ACS awards the Passer 
Grant three times a year to help 

faculty attend workshops.  A 
link to apply for the grant will be 
available on the 2YC3 Facebook 

page.
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More Info: 216th 2YC3 Conference: Truckee Meadows
Community College, March 31-April 1, 2017

Keynote Addresses Include:
• Department of Atmospheric Sciences, Dessert Research Institute, Reno NV:  “Chemistry of Air Quality” 

and the “Chemistry of E-Cigarette Vaping” 
• “Lithium–ion batteries”
• 92nd Civil Support Team (WMD), Carson City, NV:  “Mobile Chemistry Lab” 

Friday Social:
Relax, mingle and recharge at The Discovery’s Science Social Event. You will discover innovative, engag-
ing, standards-based ways to bring STEAM subjects into your classroom and have your students apply that 
learning through hands-on Discovery Labs at the museum! Appetizers and alcoholic/nonalcoholic refresh-
ments will be provided during private viewing of galleries and exhibits. This event will take place Friday 
night, March 31 at 6 pm and the cost is $40 per person.

Information about Airports, Transportation, and Lodging:
If flying into Reno, Reno-Tahoe International Airport (airport code: RNO) is the best option, with flights avail-
able on nearly all major airlines.  Many hotels offer free airport shuttles.  If you are driving or obtaining a 
rental car, free daytime parking is available on the campus.

Two hotels have special loding rates available: the Whitney Peak Hotel and the Peppermill Resort Spa 
Casino.  The Whitney Peak Hotel must be reserved by March 16 (Group Code: 2YC32017, Phone: (775)-
398-5400), while the Peppermill Resort Spa Casino must be reserved by March 8 (Group Code: MTMCC17, 
phone (800)-282-2444).  Both hotels will require some form of transportation to the campus via personal 
vehicle or Uber.  

More information can be found at the conference website: http://www.tmcc.edu/2yc3/

Breakfast:  Snacks and fruit will be available on Friday and Saturday.
Lunch:  On Friday, you can join us for a deli-style lunch ($15 per day). You can purchase this option for 
meals when you register online. A number of different options (including vegetarian and gluten free) will be 
available.  On Saturday, a buffet style lunch will be available.
TMCC Café: The Cafe serves breakfast and lunch on Fridays. The Cafe has a grill, salad bar, coffee bar and 
soda fountain. The café will not be open on Saturday.

How to Register
Registration for full-time instructors is $50 ($25 for adjunct instructors/lecturers). Students, high school 
teachers, and exhibitors are free.
The deadline to register is March 30th, 2017.
Register for this conference can be found at:  http://www.2yc3.org/registration216.htm

Conference Chairs
Program Chair/Local Arrangements Chair:  Olga Katkova: okatkova@tmcc.edu
Co- Chair:  Kathleen Kolbet: kkolbet@tmcc.edu
Exhibits Chair:  Matthew Leathen: mleathen@tmcc.edu
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Kathy Carrigan, Portland Community College, OR

Greetings from Portland Community College in Portland, Oregon in the 
great Pacific Northwest.  As I write this, I am on my second snow day in 
a row!  There is about 2 inches of snow and the City pretty much shuts 
down.  Of course there is ice to be concerned about, but those of you 
from the Northeast and Midwest can stop laughing now! 

If you are reading this, you are among the “best of the best of the best” 
of the Chemistry Teachers I have had the pleasure of getting to know.  It 

was my PCC colleagues, Carol Handy and Jim Schneider who encouraged me to participate in 2YC3 
meetings years ago.  I was a busy single Mom with two fast growing sons, so I was able to attend 
very few meetings in those days.  My sons are grown and independent so it is my turn to give back.  
I am grateful for the professional growth I have experienced through attending meetings and for 
the benefits I have brought back to my students.  

Gratitude is the overwhelming reason for my serving as Chair of the 2YC3. Gratitude for the col-
leagues who have built this transformational group of educators.  Gratitude for the friendships I 
have made and hope to make on this journey.  I am even grateful for the students, yes those “terri-
bly, (or terrible) wonderful” students who keep us going and push us to be even better.

Has student learning changed over your career, or are you just beginning to teach and wonder-
ing where to start?  Well, the educators in 2YC3 are here to help.  Not only we, as officers, but the 
membership of this community of educators are all willing to help.  All you have to do is show up 
for a meeting and attend a seminar or two, or simply strike up a conversation with someone new 
and you will find a world of knowledge. Whether it is the completely changing the way you teach or 
just making one small change, you may have been inspired by a 2YC3 meeting.  Just recently I was 
invigorated at the Yavapai Meeting when listening to a seminar on how to use Google Docs and 
potentially go paperless.  How cool is that?  While attending the San Diego City College meeting in 
March, I listened to talks on undergraduate research and co-teaching across disciplines as a topi-
cal approach to learning chemistry fundamentals.  Although I will say that serving ice cream to you 
all at the BCCE in Greeley, Colorado in July was the highlight of my year!

This year, 2YC3 has some very exciting meetings lined up.  The 216th Conference is out west, in 
beautiful Reno Nevada at Truckee Meadows CC.  The theme is “Chemistry inside and outside of 
the classroom”.  What are you doing that you are proud of?  Come share with us, and grow that 
idea into a project or learn how to put it in a successful NSF grant request.  Then use future 2YC3 
meetings to disseminate your findings.  Bring a colleague along to go to different talks and share 
ideas on the way home.  Do you do field work with your students?  Are your GOB (Allied Health) 
courses declining in enrollment like ours? Does your program practice “Green Chemistry”?  Do 
you want to learn a new instrument, or see what is new, come to visit the vendors and get some 
“hands on” time with the Instruments they bring. 

continued on page 6
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Notes from the Chair (cont)
The other two conferences in 2017 promise to be equally inviting.  If you have always wanted to 
travel to New York City, make it happen this year by attending the 217th Conference at Bronx Com-
munity College May 26-27, where the theme is “Creative Teaching Strategies”.  Plan for this one 
early to get the best hotel rates, and arrive early and stay late to explore the city and the area. In 
November 2017, Durham Technical Community College will welcome the 2YC3 back for the 218th 
Conference. The theme is one of connecting past ideas and techniques with those of the present, 
as well as discussions of what may come.  

If there is one or all three conferences that will work for you, I invite you to say hello and let me 
know what 2YC3 has done for you and what more you would like to get from 2YC3.  Or if there is 
something you want to know about 2YC3 please pop me an email anytime at kcarriga@pcc.edu.  

Best, Kathy

In November 2007, Durham Technical Community College hosted the 179th 2YC3 Conference, and 
now – ten years later – we are proud to welcome 2YC3 back for the 218th Conference. A lot has 
changed in our profession during the past ten years, but at the same time there are many things 
that haven’t (whether or not they should change can sometimes be the subject of debate). And 
from these current and past experiences, we can see hints of what things might look like in our 
classrooms ten years from now, but there will most likely be plenty of things that none of us saw 
coming! 

To that end, the theme of our conference (“Chemical Education: Past, Present, and Future”) 
will be one of connecting our past ideas and techniques with those of the present, as well as 
discussions of what may come. If you would like to contribute to our program, be it a presentation, 
workshop, or even leading a roundtable discussion on a topic of interest, please send an email to 
Mark Matthews (matthewsm@durhamtech.edu) no later than September 1, 2017.

For the most current information on the 218th Conference, please visit:
http://www.durhamtech.edu/2yc3

218th 2YC3 Conference 
Durham Technical Community College, Durham, NC

November 3-4, 2017
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FS-528 Fastspec™

HigH Resolution MeasuReMents - sMall, safe saMples - poweRful, intuitive softwaRe

Fastspec™ Scanning 
Spectrophotometry 360-880 nm
Patented FASTspec™ Technology   
Fluorescence
Absorbance
Scatter 
Transmission
Beer’s Law
Kinetics
Spectral Profiles
Color Comparison
Turbidity / Nephelometry
Backscatter Turbidity
Spectrophotometric pH/Indicator Titrations

Basic Measurements
pH/Redox /DO • Gas Pressure • Temperature 
Light • Conductance •Voltage/Electrochemistry • Time 
Counts/drops • Thermocouple • Volts/Millivolts

Constant Temperature Heater • Sample Illumination 
Magnetic Stirring • Real-Time Tactile Control

Electroplating Power Supply

NEW 5th Generation Features!

1 .888 .586 .32 7 4  •  www.m ic r o l a b i n f o . c om


